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the Kanthi in his open hands does obeisance to
the Gaddi and then stretching it between the
thumb and first finger of both hands lets it fall
over the head on to die neck of the candidate,
as he kneels before him.10 At the conclusion
of this ceremony he whispers the whole mantra
into the right ear of the candidate.\ l So soon
as the mantra has been communicated the new
disciple is warned that he must on no account
eat the fruit of the fig tree ^gzllar). In reply to
inquiries as to the reason for this prohibition, he
is told that the fruit contains many flies and
cannot therefore be eaten without much des-
truction of life. From amongst the articles of
food that have been placed beneath a clean
cloth the Guru then takes a cocoanut and places
it in the two hands of the candidate who touches
with the fruit his right shoulder, his breast and
rorehead and returns it to the Guru with a fee

(10) None but a Mahant may invest anyone with the
Kanthi of the order. A Oawnpore Mahant once fell into the
hands of the police who at once destroyed his kanthi. As
^oon as the Mahant recovered his freedom he invested himself
with a second kanfchi. This irrea'uLmty was at once reported
to the Head Mahanfc and the offender and another member
of the Panth who was supposed to have connived at his
offence, "were immediately excommunicated.

(11) In the Kabir Chaura section only one mantra ie
<*oicmuTiicated to the candidate, viz. the Om'u Mantra. In
t-he Dbaram Dass section two mantras nrc communicated at
the time of initiation, the Gm'A Mantra and the TinU Arpan
mantra, and three more subbequently in response to inquiry,
vix. the Panch Nd,m, the Sat N(Sm and the Har ^Nam. The
Gur6, Mantra in use in the two sections is said to be different
in form.   In the Kabir Ohaura section any reference to
Dharam IMss is srroi<led as far as possible.